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Worship at First Lutheran 

December 2 

First Sunday of Advent 

First Lesson:  Jeremiah 33:14-16  

Second Lesson:  1 Thessalonians 3:9-13  

Gospel:  Luke 21:25-36  

December 9 

Second Sunday of Advent 

First Lesson:  Malachi 3:1-4  

Second Lesson:  Philippians 1:3-11  

Gospel:  Luke 3:1-6  

December 16 

Third Sunday of Advent 

First Lesson:  Zephaniah 3:14-20   

Second Lesson:  Philippians 4:4-7  

Gospel:  Luke 3:7-18  

December 23 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

First Lesson:  Micah 5:2-5a   

Second Lesson:  Hebrews 10:5-10  

Gospel:  Luke 1:39-55 

December 24 

Nativity of Our Lord 

First Lesson:  Isaiah 9:2-7   

Second Lesson:  Titus 2:11-14  

Gospel:  Luke 2:1-20 

December 30 

First Sunday of Christmas 

First Lesson:  1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26   

Second Lesson:  Colossians 3:12-17  

Gospel:  Luke 2:41-52  

 

 

 

Church Office                494-5461 

Douglas Dill, Pastor                              402/235-6969           

pastordoug@flcssc.org    

Kerri Durant, Admin.  Asst.                      712/574-7946   

office@flcssc.org 

Chris Knudsen, Custodian               404-0626 

Jane Krogh, Organist               494-1630 

J.R. Reider, Spirit Connection Leader      712/281-0867   

jreider@flcssc.org 

Joey Hartshorn, Music Director      712/389-4492    

jhartshorn@flcssc.org 

Church Council  (* Executive Council) 

*Chad Cain, President                   712/635-2974 

ccain@flcssc.org 

*Randy Rahn, Vice-President                  928/551-2464 

rrahn@flcssc.org 

*Sue Hunter, Treasurer              494-1758 

shunter@flcssc.org 

*Deb Kenny, Secretary                  712/490-2097 

dkenny@flcssc.org  

Kathy Anders (kanders@flcssc.org)                274-4383 

Judy Blessing (jblessing@flcssc.org)               255-7775 

Linda Johansen (ljohansen@flcssc.org)         494-1089 

Paula Reider (preider@flcssc.org)    712/281-0868 

Terry Sorem (tsorem@flcssc.org)    712/490-9271 

Church Coordinators For: 

Altar Care:   Kathy Anders              274-4383 

           Sandy Larson              494-2135 

Lectors:  Machelle Dass     712/635-6277 

Ushers:  Worship & Music Committee 

Women of the ELCA Chair:   

 Bonnie Prosser              494-3384 
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MSP 

 

 

 

What is an MSP?  It is what is filled out by a con-

gregation as they look for a new pastor.  MSP 

stands for Ministry Site Profile.  This MSP tells 

about the congregation.  It tells about them and 

what they are looking for.  Inevitably it tells 

about the changes they want to see through 

new leadership. 

As we approach another annual meeting and a 

new budget, it is time to review again what the 

congregation of First Lutheran said in their MSP, 

when I was called by God to serve in this con-

gregation.  This was compiled through surveys 

and conversations with the members of First Lu-

theran, through prayer and by the power of the 

Holy Spirit. 

Goals: 

FLC does not have a strategic plan in place at 

this time.  We look forward to direction from our 

new Pastor.  Based on survey results from our 

congregation, we have defined our top four 

goals: 

1) To rebuild our congregation 

2) To attract more young families 

3) To create harmony within the church 

4) To keep our youth as active members af-

ter the completion of confirmation. 

Energy: 

We are very passionate about finding a new 

shepherd that will provide us long term stability 

and harmony. 

 

Goals: 

Nothing in the MSP said this congregation 

wants to stay the same as it was. 

1) To rebuild means to change.   

2) To attract more young families means to 

change.   

3) To create harmony, meaning there is NOT 

harmony, means to change. 

4) To keep our youth as active members, 

which means they are not, after the com-

pletion of confirmation, means to change. 

Energy: 

Through Biblical Word study, this is what I 

found. 

In the Greek, to be passionate is to burn; fire; 

desire. To be very passionate is to be a burning 

fire of desire.  The Holy Spirit is the burning fire 

that does not consume.  The energy listed by 

the congregation was to have that burning fire 

of desire that only the Holy Spirit can bring.  

That coupled with finding a new pastor 

(shepherd), leads to a pastor called by God, 

through the burning fire of desire found in the 

congregation for change. 

What is a shepherd?  In Hebrew, a shepherd is 

one that feeds; to drive out to pasture; who uses 

a stick; rod; strong; powerful; mighty; valiant.  In 

Greek it is simply used as shepherd or chief 

shepherd.  Thus, referring back to the Hebrew 

defined roles of a shepherd. 

The desire was to find a shepherd that will pro-

vide for long term stability.  Stability is some-

thing that is built.  Long term stability can only 

be built upon change over a long period of time 

and change.  This is nothing that comes quickly 

nor is it something that can be evaluated in a 

short-term. 

Harmony in Hebrew is advice, God’s plan.  In the 

Greek it is used as agreement; think; set one’s 

mind on.  All of which relate to God, in God’s 
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plan for us to be in agreement, to set mind on, 

which can only be God.  When we set our mind 

on God and God’s plan, then all the things of hu-

mans really do not matter. 

The six marks of discipleship all require continual 

change towards being the disciples (followers) of 

Christ. 

1) Daily Prayer 

2) Weekly Worship 

3) Bible Reading 

4) Service 

5) Spiritual Friendships 

6) Giving 

Change is always difficult.  First of all, change will 

never leave a place looking like it is nor like it was.  

Here are some things to think about when it 

comes to change.   

When I did a word study on change in the NIV 

Bible, here is what I found for the Greek use of 

the word change in various forms. 

Transfer; change; be taken up. 

Change; removal 

Change one’s mind 

Reconcile 

Turn Around 

Repentance 

God changed God’s mind towards Job.  God 

changed God’s mind towards the people of Nine-

veh because of the people changing, see the sto-

ry of Jonah.  There are 68 verses in the NIV Bible 

that mention change.  Change has been happen-

ing for a very long time and thank God for that 

one! 

Here are some quotes about change and holding 

onto the past. 

Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, unless you change 

and become like little children, you will never en-

ter the kingdom of heaven.” 

“Holding on is believing that there is only a past; 

letting go is knowing that there’s a future.”  

Daphne Rose Kingma 

“If you don’t leave the past in the past, it will de-

stroy your future.  Look what’s in front of you, 

not what yesterday took away.  The best is yet to 

come.”  George Strait 

“One reason people resist change is because they 

focus on what they have to give up, instead of 

what they have to gain.”  Unknown author.  Good 

thing that Jesus didn’t resist change! 

“Remember when you leave this earth, you can 

take with you nothing that you have received, 

only what you have given:  A heart enriched by 

honest service, love, sacrifice and courage.”  St. 

Francis of Assisi 

God calls us into change, changing our hearts 

and minds, loving one another in Christ, so we 

can reach out in ministry to all, through the di-

versity that God provides. 

May you find the peace that surpasses all under-

standing, while we change how God calls us to 

be, not how we were or are, but to be. 

Pastor Doug 

Anniversaries 

Jeremiah and Brandi Johnson—December 19 

Rick and Jennifer Lieber—December 3 

Happy Birthday 

Susie Adam—December 28 

JoAnn Addison—December 20 

Shane Benson—December 25 

Stefani Blessing—December 15 

Cheryl Cale—December 10 

Jerry Davis—December 17 

Quinn Feenstra—December 8 

Suzie Fischer—December 16 
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 Todd Gehner—December 14 

Bart Gotch—December 9 

Melanie Graves—December 14 

Shirley Hansen—December 28 

Gary Hayes—December 24 

Jean Hedquist—December 27 

Kris Hunter—December 15 

Vicky Johnson—December 28 

Bryan Jones—December 20 

Janice Knight—December 23 

Sandy Larson—December 28 

Molly Leiting—December 14 

Nyakuma Loroa—December 7 

Lee Mathiason—December 16 

Trey Meier—December 10 

Jeff Prescott—December 24 

Mary Wolf—December 14 

Carol Zastrow—December 6 

Youth Birthdays 

Adelaide Bass—December 30 

Addy Chytka—December 21 

Nyabuay Diew—December 17 

Blaine Fischer—December 21 

Liam Fischer—December 22 

Hailey Lieber—December 15 

Sylas Trautwein—December 4 

Acolytes Needed 

We are in need of acolytes on the following 

dates:  one acolyte at the 8:15 service on Decem-

ber 23; two acolytes at the 10:30 service on De-

cember 23; two acolytes at the 5:00 service on 

December 24; and two acolytes at the 11:00 ser-

vice on December 24.  If your child can acolyte on 

any of these days, please contact the church of-

fice. 

Office Closed 

The office will be closed Tuesday, December 25 in 

observance of Christmas and Tuesday, January 1 

in observance of New Year’s Day. 

 

 

 

 CIRCLE MEETINGS  

 

 

 

LYDIA GROUP December 13, 2018   7:00 p.m. 

  LEADER: Group 

  HOSTESS: Group 

 

CIRCLE I December 17, 2018 11:30 a.m.  

  LEADER: Fellowship 

  HOSTESS: Out to eat 

 

CIRCLE II December 11, 2018   9:15 a.m. 

  LEADER: Group 

  HOSTESS: Potluck Brunch 

 

 

Bible Study 

“Fear Not” 

Lydia:  “Living Above Worry and Stress” 

 

With Deepest Sympathy 

We extend our heartfelt sympathy to the following 

families. Please keep them in your prayers. 

Gary Panko and Bev Rautenberg-Panko, on the 

death of Gary’s mother, Lucille Panko, on 

Wednesday, October 31.  Services were held Sat-

urday, November 3 at Grace Lutheran Church in 

Cook NE. 

 

5 



  
Financial Reports 

Treasurer’s Report - October 2018 

 

Beginning General Fund Balance:   $    -  53,202.02 

 

Receipts: 

 Contributions    $14,309.01 

 Misc. Income            67.00 

 TOTAL:               $14,376.01 

 

Expenses: 

 Pastor’s salary                 $   3,458.34 

 Pastor’s allowances / exp.        3,501.20 

 Auxiliary staff salaries                          7,084.76 

 Payroll Taxes                          541.97 

 Parsonage Payment/Utilities                  853.05 

 Utilities                           627.72 

 Grounds Maint.                           83.35 

 Building Maint.                         131.94 

 Janitorial Supplies             222.75 

 Office Expenses                           384.63 

 Altar Care                37.88 

 Christian Ed.              275.73 

 Youth     35.00 

 Parish             1,371.50 

 Benevolence                                       545.00 

 TOTAL:                               $19,154.82 

  

 Transfer to Capital Improvement: $          100.00 

 Ending General Fund Balance: $    -58,080.83 

 

October Attendance & General Fund Receipts 

 

 October 7  114  $ 3,408.62 

 October 14  118  $ 2,529.20 

 October 21  141  $ 4,388.94 

 October 28  116  $ 1,981.00 

 Online/Electronic Giving   $ 2,001.25 

Thank You 

Circle 2-We sincerely thank everyone who pur-

chased pecans and special thanks to those who 

gave extra donations.  A profit of $183.20 was 

realized which will be used for several upcoming 

Circle projects. 

First Lutheran Church Food Pantry-Thanks to 

Bobier Studio, Salem Lutheran Church and Circle I 

for their donations of food.  Eighty-eight boxes 

were distributed in October. 

Jackie Gierman-Thank you to the following for 

providing candy and postage and packing candy 

for our service personnel:  Sandy Larson, Jo Ann 

Garvey, Mary Wolf, Rita Todd, Lee Mathiason, 

Carolyn Slaughter and Marty Meisner.  We sent 

nine packages. 

Voices for Food-Thank you for your support and 

contributions to reducing food insecurity in Da-

kota County.  Because of your efforts we have 

been able to distribute 9,200 pounds of produce 

to families in need.  That equals 3 servings for 

every pound collected and 27,600 servings pro-

vided to families in need. 

Sunday School Program 

December 2 at 9:30 a.m. 

Join us in Celebration of Christmas with our Sun-

day School Kiddos!  They're ready to help get you 

into the Christmas Spirit!  Let's let our kids know 

how much we support them and how important 

they are to our growing church.  We hope to see 

you there!  Merry Christmas!  

Christmas with the 

Choir 

Join us on December 9 at 9:30 

for a morning of Music. We hope 

to see you there!  Join us in celebrating the Birth 

of our Jesus.   
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ELCA Giving 

We’ve distributed $2.6 million to 254 seminary 

students through full- and partial-tuition scholar-

ships given through synodical, congregational, 

mission developer/redeveloper and federal chap-

laincy scholarships. 

Together, we marked the first year at Internation-

al Leader program class that included more than 

50 percent female scholarship recipients, with the 

help of the International Women Leaders initia-

tive. 

Thanks to generous giving at the ELCA Youth 

Gathering and beyond, we raised more than $1 

million to support the work of ELCA World Hun-

ger through the Global Farm Challenge, our 

youth-driven fundraising challenge to support 

the agriculture-related programs of ELCA World 

Hunger. 

This year, Lutheran Disaster Response (LDR) was 

allocated $7.3 million from the National Volun-

tary Organizations Active in Disaster to help fund 

disaster case-management for survivors of Hurri-

cane Harvey.  This, coupled with the $15 million 

given for hurricane response by LDR supporters, 

means our church can continue to accompany 

survivors of last year’s hurricanes until all needs 

have been met. 

The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton 

Presiding Bishop, Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America 

One Service 

We will have one service on December 2 (Sunday 

School Program) and December 9 (Cantata) at 

9:30 a.m. 

Social Ministry 

The Social Ministry committee collects “Pantry” 

items each month to be donated to the needs of 

our community.  The Pantry items collected for 

December will be food items for Cardinal Food 

Baskets.  Please leave your donations in the 

shopping cart in the entryway. 

Advent Services 

Join us on Wednesday evenings 

for something exciting and new!  

All of this will be starting on November 28 until 

December 19. Please, come and enjoy music, car-

ols and plays.  Each Wednesday we will touch on 

topics of Hope, Faith, Joy and Peace.  Join us in 

the celebration of these amazing gifts on 

Wednesday nights during Advent at 7:00 p.m.  

Supper will be served at 6:00 p.m. 

From the President 

I want to take time and tell everyone about our 

new vision and mission statements that are eve-

rywhere.  Our council went on our retreat in late 

September to become a closer knit group.  We 

also discussed ideas of how to make our church 

better for everyone.  We felt the need to change 

our mission statement to better reflect where the 

council and the congregation are going in the 

next 5 years.  We felt that since our church is go-

ing through change God was telling us we need-

ed to go forward with this new message of bring-

ing people together.  We came up with the new 

mission statement of “Loving others in Christ for 

outreach to all; while providing for God’s diversi-

ty.”  To us as your council team we felt this em-

bodies all of the missions we set forth here at 

First Lutheran.  We want to reach all the people 

we can to spread the good word.  The second 

part of that is God’s diversity because God’s 

world we live in is diverse.  God has given us in 

this world the enlightenment of knowing differ-

ent people from different backgrounds that we 

all can get along and share each other’s diversity 

with each other.  When I think of this, it gives me 

goosebumps because when we love others in 

Christ we help everyone that is in our church, our 

community, and the world.  That is a wonderful 

thing.  Jesus talks about helping the poor, the 

needy, and the less fortunate.  But what he is say-

ing really is take care of your fellow man, woman, 

and child.  Here at First Lutheran we do that now, 
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  but we have more opportunities to come where 

we can give back to the church, the community, 

and the world.  Your council and I really look for-

ward to doing that with our future and the mis-

sion statement ties into that.  

The vision statement that we have coincides with 

our mission statement.  The vision statement says 

“Building upon the properties that God provides. 

To reach out in mission to the community.”  The 

vision statement to the council means we are go-

ing to use all of our necessary properties to ac-

complish our mission statement.  Properties be-

ing the church and the land around.  I don’t want 

to call people the property of the church, but we 

are the vessel in which we carry the mission out 

to the community.  Just think if we had the op-

portunity to do something with our property that 

could affect the entire area.  Where people come 

to get the help they need and help they want.  I 

think we at First Lutheran want to help as many 

people as we can.  I think we all want to help our 

community the best we can.  And I think we are 

all caring and loving people who want to help 

spread the good word and help everyone around 

us when we can.  We are truly amazing people 

here at First Lutheran.  I see it every Sunday at 

both services and Sunday school and at fellow-

ship gatherings.  We are a big family.   With all of 

our land and property I see us doing something 

big to help the community.  I see us in the future 

expanding our reach into this community that 

affects every single member of it and every new 

member to the community.  I think God has put 

us on Dakota Avenue for a reason.  I don’t know 

yet what that reason is, but I have a feeling he 

has big plans in store for us.  I have a feeling that 

with our vision and mission statements together 

and the work going on, is the people of First Lu-

theran not only can make ourselves and our 

church better, but we can make this entire com-

munity better.  That is going to be amazing to 

do. 

Thank you for being a part of the family of First 

Lutheran, every one of you.  Thank you for seeing 

the vision that we can do and that God is calling 

us to do.  I hope we all can enjoy the ride the vi-

sion and the mission God is calling upon us to do 

with everyone.   

One last thing:  thank you for letting me be your 

president for the past year.  I hope I have talked 

or reached out to everyone in the church.  I hope 

we can move forward together and be the best 

people that I have seen us be for the last year.  I 

hope we can continue to grow not only with peo-

ple in the church but grow our ministries outside 

the church.  It truly has been a blessing for me to 

be president and to lead our congregation to a 

new level of ministry and devotion to God.  I have 

laughed with a lot of you this last year and we 

have done some amazing things.  I have seen 

how hard everyone puts work into our church.  I 

can’t thank everyone of you individually, but I will 

try.  I want to give everyone a really BIG THANK 

YOU.  

                 Chad Cain  

                 President of First Lutheran  

Lutheran World Relief 

A special thanks to Randy Rahn and Wilbur Lar-

son, who delivered the quilts and kits for Luther-

an World Relief to St. John Lutheran Church in 

Norfolk on November 5. 

Thanks to Sandy Larson for all the extra help she 

did for me in my absence, and to everyone else 

who helped display the quilts, take them back 

down and pack all the kits. 

A special thank you to all members and friends of 

First Lutheran Church who have so generously 

contributed time and items for Lutheran World 

Relief. 

We shipped 54 backpack kits, 16 quilts, 21 baby 

care kits, 14 personal care kits, 8 fabric kits and 1 

box of soap with 137 bars. 

    —Lee Mathiason 
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Christmas Eve 

First Lutheran will offer Christmas Eve services 

with Holy Communion at 5:00 p.m. and 11:00 

p.m. on Monday, December 24. 

First Lesson:  Isaiah 9:2-7   

Second Lesson: Titus 2:11-14 

Psalm:  96 

Gospel:  Luke 2:1-20 

Giving Tree 

The Giving Tree is in the church entryway.  On the 

tree are names of underprivileged children and 

names of seniors, as well as names of less fortu-

nate children from our own congregation.  Please 

pick a name from the tree and give a gift to a 

child or senior this year!  Gift suggestions are 

listed on each tag.  Presents need to be returned 

to the church no later than Sunday, December 

2.  Please attach the name tag to your presents.  

All gifts must be in gift bags. 

Advent: What’s to Come 

I know it has been a long time since mid-week 

Advent services have been held.  However, disci-

ples of Jesus Christ want to worship.  Therefore, 

let’s give more opportunity to do so.  Just like 

Lent, we will be offering meals and worship on 

Wednesdays in Advent.  We have four Wednes-

day services to get together. 

This year after the meal, we will have short plays, 

special music, prayers and scripture.  What a 

great way to begin a new year in our church.   

Joey Hartshorn will once again be overseeing the 

Wednesday services.  She is seeking talent inter-

nally and externally to bring to First Lutheran. 

Look for signups for food, singing and acting.  

Oh, if that was not enough, we have more for Ad-

vent.  There will be a living nativity, complete 

with some animals in the manger.  The choir is 

looking to join with St. Paul United Methodist 

and bring Christmas/Advent caroling to the nurs-

ing homes and homebound.  Come one and 

come all and join in the fun of Advent 2018! 

Here We Come a Caroling... 

Sometimes I feel like some of the 

old-fashioned tradition of Christ-

mas has gotten lost over the 

years.  I remember as a teen car-

oling with the youth group/

choir at our church and I thought, 

let’s do this at First Lutheran Church!  NOTE:  You 

don't have to be part of the choir to participate, 

just ready to share the joy of Christmas with oth-

ers.  So, I thought it would be wonderful to go 

out and celebrate the Birth of Christ with carols. 

Please join in on the celebration December 15 

from 4-6 p.m.  (We will meet at the church at 3:45 

p.m.  Suggestions ahead of time on whose 

homes to visit and places we should go are ap-

preciated and welcomed, just give Joey a call 

(712-389-4492) or leave her a message in her 

mailbox in the office. 

Annual Parsonage Open House 

It is that time again!  Kris and Pastor Doug are 

opening up the parsonage for their seasonal 

open house.  We love having you all over, please 

come and enjoy.  We will have some snacks and 

hot drinks.  For Kris and me it is a time to be able 

to be with all of you that have welcomed us into 

your home.  Now we want to do the same.  We 

enjoy company, especially at the holidays.  Oh, if 

you didn’t know, it is not politically incorrect to 

say holidays, since that is the slang term for the 

Jewish Holy Days!  So Happy Holy Days or Happy 

Holidays to you all.  Please come and join us! 

What:  Parsonage Open House 

When:  December 8 from 1-4 pm 

Who:  YOU 

Where:  3620 Dakota Ave, South Sioux City NE 

Come one, come all.  Oh, invite someone too! 
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Praise be to God! 

Suddenly a great host of 

heavenly beings appeared 

with the angel and began 

singing praises to God.  As 

the angelic beings departed, the shepherds said 

to each other, "Let’s go to Bethlehem!  Let’s see 

the Christ-child!" 

Yes!  First Lutheran Church is going to have a Live 

Nativity this year!  Please join us on Friday, De-

cember 21 between 5-7 p.m. and Saturday, De-

cember 22 between 3:30-7 p.m.  If you are inter-

ested in being part of the Nativity, please contact 

Joey 712-389-4492. 

Budget and Annual Meeting 

It is once again the budget time and then the an-

nual meeting.  No one likes to talk about money, 

and I truly get that.  Money always seems to have 

negative connotations.  But Jesus spoke about 

money too.  When money becomes a god, then 

that presents an issue.  The same is said when the 

lack of money prevents us from doing our calling 

in ministry. 

Our Mission Statement:  Loving others in in Christ 

for outreach to all; while providing for God’s di-

versity, calls for us to be in mission.  Not to some, 

but to all.  The only way to do that is to be inclu-

sive and to fund the missions. 

If you recall from the narrative budget last year, 

mission includes so many things.  Keeping the 

lights on, heating the building and paying for 

staff, are all part of mission.  Without doing these 

things, there cannot be mission.  Mission also has 

some direct funding that needs to be done, such 

as taking care of the youth, Sunday School, Vaca-

tion Bible School, Evangelism, Social Ministry, 

Live Streaming Worship, building maintenance, 

musical instrument maintenance, and so many 

other things we do here. 

Please come to the budget meetings to ask ques-

tions, to be informed about how we pay for mis-

sions at First Lutheran. 

Budget times and dates are: 

Sunday, December 2 following the 9:30 a.m. ser-

vice 

Tuesday, December 4 at 6:00 p.m. 

Saturday, December 8 at 1:00 p.m. 

Celebration of Christ 

Celebration of Christ:  A Nativity Festival will take 

place November 29-30 from 6-8 p.m.; December 

1 from 1-7 p.m.; and December 2 from 4-7 p.m. 

at The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 

1201 W Clifton Ave, Sioux City.  Admission is free. 

Contact Information 

Do we have your current email address, mailing 

address and/or phone number(s)?  If your phone 

number has changed or if you are using only 

your cell phone, please let the office know!  We 

would like to have your current phone number, 

mailing address and email address.  You can in-

clude them on the attendance pad any Sunday, 

call us (494-5461) or email us (office@flcssc.org). 

Card Party 

Following the 9:30 Cantata on December 9, join 

Chris Knudsen in the Fellowship Hall. 

First Lutheran, in honor of Chris’ 29 years of faith-

ful service to this congregation, will be hosting a 

card party for him.  On December 31, Chris will 

be retiring. 

There will be cake for everyone and maybe an 

extra piece or two for Chris. 

Bring a card and show your appreciation for all of 

his faithful years of service. 

The Perfect Gift 

Do you stress about finding just the right gift for 

everyone on your Christmas list?  Does it make 

the season more a hassle than a joy?  Pastor Mike 

Slaughter reminds us that Christmas isn’t about 
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perfect presents for people, as if it were their 

birthday—or ours.  Christmas is about the perfect 

presence of Immanuel, God with us, through the 

birth of Jesus; it’s his birthday, after all! 

In Christmas Is Not Your Birthday (Abingdon), 

Slaughter writes, “How funny that it can be so 

hard to find gifts that will please certain family 

members or friends—the people who seem to 

have everything—and yet it is so clear what the 

Lord of lords and King of kings wants for his 

birthday.  God wants you—your time, your talent 

and your treasure—used in service to others. 

The Greatest Gifts Aren’t Always 

the Most Expensive 

J.R. Reider, Contemporary Music Leader 

My stepfather passed away just before Thanks-

giving this year.  He and mom had been high 

school sweethearts, then lost touch but found 

each other many years later—and had many 

great years together.   

Bob was a real character.  A lifelong over the 

road sales rep for printing companies—mostly 

selling huge custom print jobs for firms through-

out the Midwest.  If you remember getting 

Christmas or Easter seals each year, he was the 

one to either blame or thank.   

Each Christmas season the purchasing folks he 

dealt with were used to receiving a ‘gratuity’ from 

the firms they dealt with.  He used to talk about 

big screen TV’s, vacation trips using company air-

craft, cash, and much more being given by com-

petitors.   

But Bob handed out boxes of Turtles to each of 

his clients.  No, not live ones—the candy.  He or-

dered several cases of them each year and hand-

ed out one box at each stop—no more, no less.  

Couldn’t have been worth more than a few dol-

lars. 

I asked him once if that put him at a disad-

vantage dealing with his clients.  He said NO!  

Everyone knew he was Danish. “You can always 

tell a Dane, but you can’t tell him much” was a 

regular catchphrase in his world.  It also meant he 

was honest AND frugal.  And his clients expected 

him to deal with them the same way—honest 

and frugal with their print jobs.  He rarely lost a 

customer, even when his bids were a bit higher. 

Yes, there’s a moral to this story…the pressure for 

Christmas giving is relentless—big gifts under the 

tree to family and friends.  But giving small gifts 

can be so much more rewarding! 

Sometimes just giving of your time and talent 

can be the best gift of all—and it doesn’t cost an-

ything more than your time.  I am extremely 

grateful for the singers and musicians I am privi-

leged to lead—they sacrifice their time to re-

hearse and bring music to the congregation each 

week.  I don’t always get to tell them—so I’m say-

ing it here, again!  Thanks for all you do! 

There are many others that volunteer their time 

and talent to help keep this church running 

throughout the year.  It takes the efforts of many 

teams and many people—they also deserve your 

thanks and praise.  It won’t cost a cent, but that 

thanks you give to them helps make it worth-

while.   

And as we prepare for 2019, why not volunteer 

YOUR time and talent, too?  The more hands we 

have working together the more we can accom-

plish! 
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Mission Statement: 

Loving others in Christ for    

outreach to all, while providing 

for God’s diversity. 

 

Vision Statement: 

Building upon the properties 

that God provides. To reach out 

in mission to the community. 



December Flower Chart 

December 2 (Altar)  Given by Janell Sila 

in honor of her mom’s 87th birthday. 

December 9 (Altar) Given by Cathie Galvin in memory 

of loved ones. 

December 16 (Altar) Given by Randy Rahn in honor 

of JoAnn Addison’s birthday. 

December 23 (Altar) Given by Don and Lucy Gagnon 

in honor of their many blessings and their son 

Calvin’s 50th birthday. 

December 24 (Altar) Given by Randy Rahn and JoAnn 

Addison in memory of the birth of Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

December 30 (Altar) Given by Don and Lucy Gagnon 

in memory of their loving son, Darrell. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DECEMBER 2—CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS  

PROGRAM/ONE SERVICE @ 9:30 a.m. 

DECEMBER 2—BUDGET FORUM @ 10:30 a.m. 

DECEMBER 4—BUDGET FORUM @ 6:00 p.m. 

DECEMBER 8—BUDGET FORUM @ 10:00 a.m. 

DECEMBER 9—CHRISTMAS CANTATA/ONE 

SERVICE @ 9:30 a.m. 

DECEMBER 15—CHRISTMAS CAROLING from 

4:00—6:00 p.m. 

DECEMBER 21—LIVE NATIVITY from 5:00—

7:00 p.m. 

DECEMBER 22—LIVE NATIVITY from 3:30—

7:00 p.m. 

DECEMBER 24—CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP @ 

5:00 p.m. and 11:00 p.m. 

DECEMBER 25—OFFICE CLOSED 

JANUARY 1—OFFICE CLOSED 

JANUARY 20—ANNUAL MEETING @ 9:30 a.m. 

MARCH 6—ASH WEDNESDAY WORSHIP at 

12:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. 

APRIL 18—MAUNDY THURSDAY WORSHIP at 

7:00 p.m. 

APRIL 19—GOOD FRIDAY WORSHIP at 7:00 

p.m. 

APRIL 21—EASTER WORSHIP at 6:30 a.m., 8:15 

a.m., and 10:30 a.m. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1  
1:30pm Dakota 
County Amateur 
Radio Club Testing 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 
9:30am Worship 
10:30am Budget Forum 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

4 
11:30am Foster Care 
Review Board 
5:30pm Worship & 
Music Meeting 
5:30pm Spirit  
Connection Practice 
6:00pm Budget Forum 
7:00pm AA 
7:00pm Al-Anon 

5 
6:00pm Meal 
7:00pm Advent  
Worship 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6 
8:00am Breakfast with 
the Pastor(s) 
2-4pm Food Bank 
distribution 
6:30pm Fellowship 
Meeting 
6:30pm Morse Code 
Class 
 

7 
8:30am TOPS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8 
10:00am Budget 
Forum 
1-4pm Parsonage 
Open House 
 
 
 
 
 

9  
9:30am Worship 
10:30am Card Party for 
Chris Knudsen 
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11 
9:15am Circle II 
5:30pm Spirit  
Connection Practice 
7:00pm AA 
7:00pm Al-Anon 
 
 
 

12 
6:00pm Meal 
7:00pm Advent  
Worship 
 
 
 
 
 

13 
8:00am Breakfast with 
the Pastor(s) 
7:00pm Lydia Group 
 
 
 
 
 

14 Soup Kitchen 
8:30am TOPS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

15 
4-6pm Christmas 
Caroling 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16 
8:15am Worship 
10:30am Worship 
11:30am Church  
Council 
 
 
 
 
 
 

17 
2:00pm Circle I 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
1:00pm REACT 
5:30pm Spirit  
Connection Practice 
7:00pm AA 
7:00pm Al-Anon 
 
 
 
 
 

19 
6:00pm Meal 
7:00pm Advent 
Worship 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

20 
8:00am Breakfast with 
the Pastor(s) 
2-4pm Food Bank 
distribution 
5:30pm Chamberettes 
7:00pm Dakota  
County Amateur 
Radio Club 
 
Newsletter Deadline 

21 
8:30am TOPS 
5-7pm Live Nativity 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

22 
3:30-7pm Live  
Nativity 
 
 
 
 
 
 

23 Holy Communion 
8:15am Worship 
10:30am Worship 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

24 Christmas Eve 
Holy Communion 
5:00pm Worship 
11:00pm Worship 
 
 
 
 
 
 

25 Christmas Day 
7:00pm AA 
7:00pm A-Anon 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Office Closed 

26 
6:00pm Bells 
7:00pm Choir 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

27 
8:00am Breakfast with 
the Pastor(s) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

28 
8:30am TOPS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

30 
8:15am Worship 
10:30am Worship 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

31 New Year’s Eve 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December 2018 



December 2   

First Sunday of Advent 

 
Lectors:     
   9:30 am   

 
 
 

Cantor:     
   8:15 am   

 
 

AV Operators:   
  9:30 am      

 
 
 

Acolytes:   
  9:30 am  Nyaluet Diew 
   Brooklyn Sorem 

 
 
 

Ushers:  
  9:30 am   
    
 
  

 
 

Altar Care:  

 
 

Money to safe:   
  9:30 am    
 

Thanks to our December Volunteers 
December 9 

Second Sunday of Advent 

  
Lectors:   
  9:30 am     

 
 
 

Cantor:     
   8:15 am   

 
 

AV Operators:  
  9:30 am  

 
 
 

Acolytes:   
  8:15 am  Ashlyn Rich 
   Britton Taylor 

 
 
 

Ushers:  
  9:30 am   
    
 
  

 
 

Altar Care:  

 
 

Money to safe:   
  9:30 am    

 
 

 

December 16 

Third Sunday of Advent 

  
Lectors:     
   8:15 am          
 10:30 am   

 
 

Cantor:     
   8:15 am  Chris Knudsen 

 
 

AV Operators:   
  8:15 am Kaylana Pedersen     
10:30 am  Janell Sila     

 
 

Acolytes:   
 8:15 am   Branden Lieber 
   Katelyn Lieber 
10:30 am  Diew Diew 
   Tyrese Gill 

 
 

Ushers:   
  8:15 am   
    
10:30 am   
    

 
 

Altar Care:  

 
 

Money to safe:   
  8:15 am    
10:30 am   
 

  

December 23 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

  
Lectors:     
   8:15 am   
 10:30 am   

 
 

Cantor:     
   8:15 am  Tim Niemeyer 

 
 

AV Operators:  
  8:15 am Scott Koeppe 
10:30 am Kris Hunter 

 
 

Acolytes:  
 8:15 am   Jessica Baker 
   volunteer needed 
10:30 am  volunteer needed 
   volunteer needed 

 
 

Ushers:    
  8:15 am   
    
10:30 am   
      

 
 

Altar Care:  

 
 

Money to safe:   
  8:15 am    
10:30 am   

 
  

 

December 30 

First Sunday of Christmas 

 
Lectors:     
  8:15 am    
10:30 am    

 
 

Cantor:     
   8:15 am  Joey Hartshorn 

 
 

AV Operators:  
  8:15 am Janell Sila 
10:30 am Jenni Durant 

     
 

Acolytes: 
  8:15 am  Nyaluet Diew 
   Britton Taylor 
10:30 am  Julie Geveshausen 
   Ashlyn Rich 

 
 

Ushers:  
  8:15 am   
    
10:30 am   
      

 
 

Altar Care:   

 
 

Money to safe:   
  8:15 am    
10:30 am   
 
  


