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Worship at First Lutheran 

January 6 

Epiphany of Our Lord 

First Lesson:  Isaiah 60:1-6  

Second Lesson:  Ephesians 3:1-12  

Psalm:  72:1-7, 10-14 

Gospel:  Matthew 2:1-12  

 

January 13 

Baptism of Our Lord 

First Lesson:  Isaiah 43:1-7  

Second Lesson:  Acts 8:14-17  

Psalm:  29   

Gospel:  Luke 3:15-17, 21-22  

 

January 20 

Second Sunday after Epiphany 

First Lesson:  Isaiah 62:1-5   

Second Lesson:  1 Corinthians 12:1-11  

Psalm:  36:5-10    

Gospel:  John 2:1-11  

 

January 27 

Third Sunday after Epiphany 

First Lesson:  Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10   

Second Lesson:  1 Corinthians 12:12-31a  

Psalm:  19     

Gospel:  Luke 4:14-21  

 

 

 

 

 

Church Office                494-5461 

Douglas Dill, Pastor                              402/235-6969           

pastordoug@flcssc.org    

Kerri Durant, Admin.  Asst.                      712/574-7946   

office@flcssc.org 

Jane Krogh, Organist               494-1630 

J.R. Reider, Spirit Connection Leader      712/281-0867   

jreider@flcssc.org 

Joey Hartshorn, Music Director      712/389-4492    

jhartshorn@flcssc.org 

Church Council  (* Executive Council) 

*Chad Cain, President                   712/635-2974 

ccain@flcssc.org 

*Randy Rahn, Vice-President                  928/551-2464 

rrahn@flcssc.org 

*Sue Hunter, Treasurer              494-1758 

shunter@flcssc.org 

*Deb Kenny, Secretary                  712/490-2097 

dkenny@flcssc.org  

Kathy Anders (kanders@flcssc.org)                274-4383 

Judy Blessing (jblessing@flcssc.org)               255-7775 

Linda Johansen (ljohansen@flcssc.org)         494-1089 

Paula Reider (preider@flcssc.org)    712/281-0868 

Terry Sorem (tsorem@flcssc.org)    712/490-9271 

Church Coordinators For: 

Altar Care:   Kathy Anders              274-4383 

           Sandy Larson              494-2135 

Lectors:   

Ushers:  Worship & Music Committee 

Women of the ELCA Chair:   

 Bonnie Prosser              494-3384 
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Mission Share  

(aka Benevolence) 

Thank you for your partnership in the Gospel of 

Jesus and as the church together through your 

annual Mission Share participation.  Your mis-

sion share offerings support a variety of minis-

tries here in Nebraska and around the globe, 

changing lives as together we do God’s Work 

with Our Hands! Mission share are the undesig-

nated offerings that your congregation shares 

with the Nebraska Synod and the larger ELCA. 

Through it, you help support and raise up new 

leaders, pastors, and deacons of our church. You 

help spread the good news of the Gospel 

through the support of missionaries, as well as 

new and renewing ministries across Nebraska 

and the globe. Through mission share you sup-

port the growth and discernment of youth and 

young adults through supporting our serving 

arms like Nebraska Lutheran Outdoor Ministries 

(including Camp Carol Joy Holling) and Lutheran 

Campus Ministry. And you help respond to 

needs near and far, caring for your neighbors in 

many and various ways, through supporting our 

serving arms like Mosaic, Lutheran Family Ser-

vices, Lutheran World Relief, Lutheran Disaster 

Response, and many more. 

On behalf of your sisters and brothers across 

this church and world, thank you for being a 

part of God’s work in the world and through 

your church in this way. And thank you for all 

that you do and prayerfully consider and pledge 

to do as the generous stewards and bearers of 

God’s love that you are.  

Deacon Timothy Siburg 

Lord’s Prayer 

Have you ever stopped and really thought about 

the Lord's Prayer?  Even beyond that, have you 

ever thought about what you are asking God to 

do?  Especially when we are asked to be forgiv-

en of our "Debts", "Sins", "Trespasses", whichev-

er format of the Lord's Prayer you pray. 

Below are two versions of the Lord's Prayer, as 

printed in the Evangelical Lutheran Wor-

ship.  Note on the versions, there are some word 

changes but they say essentially the same 

thing.  The choice of words when translating 

from Greek into English can make a difference in 

how we hear and take into ourselves, what we 

hear, see and feel.  They are still, however, es-

sentially the same. 

Lord's Prayer from the ELW 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 

from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory  

are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 

or 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church, Pastoral Care - 

ELW (Fortress Press, 2008). 

There are two locations in the Bible that we can 

find the prayer.  We can look at Matthew 6:9-13 

and Luke 11:2-4.  Luke's version is shorter and 

it  does not include something that I find is cru-

cial to an understanding of what we are asking  
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God to do.  Thus the point of this post.  So, first 

let's look Matthew's account of the prayer. 

Below, is from Matthew 6:9-

13, (NRSV) where Jesus tells 

us how to pray. 

9 
“Pray then in this way: 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name. 
10

Your kingdom come. 

Your will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
11

Give us this day our daily bread. 
12

And forgive us our debts, 

as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
13

And do not bring us to the time of trial, 

but rescue us from the evil one. 

The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version 
(Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1989),  
Matthew 6:9–13. 

What I think we often fail to see, because we do 
not say it in our prayer and maybe often we fail 
to see because of taking the prayer out of it's full 
context, are the verses that follow the prayer. 

Jesus continues to speak, and says; 

14
For if you forgive others when they sin against 

you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 
15

But if you do not forgive others their sins, your 
Father will not forgive your sins. 

The Holy Bible: Today’s New International Version. 
(Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2005), Mt 6:14–15. 

Now think about the prayer and read it carefully. 

2
And forgive us our debts, [sins, trepasses] 

as we also have forgiven our debtors. [those who 
sin against us, trespasses against us] 

Now go back to verse 14 and 15.  Are we really 

prepared to be forgiven by God, how we forgive 

others?  Do we need a change of heart before we 

pray this prayer? 

Just food for thought, when we pray this prayer. 

On a couple of other notes.  I encourage you to 

look at both Matthew's and Luke's account of the 

prayer.  I also highly encourage you to look at 

different translations of the Bible. I used a couple 

here, but there are many other transla-

tions.  There is a difference between translations 

and paraphrase and interpretations.  The Mes-

sage Bible is an example of a paraphrase inter-

pretation.  The best translations were translated 

by using the original Greek and Hebrew scrip-

tures.  When you start looking at the footnotes to 

the verses, you will also note that some of the 

original copies of the Greek and Hebrew scrip-

tures, can be slightly different as well.  They may 

use different words, add words, or not have other 

words included.  The word choice when translat-

ing is chosen by the translators.  Often there is 

NOT a word for word way to translate from one 

language into another.  What also has to be tak-

en into consideration is: 

Translator's background (Context) 

The context of the original text 

The year of the translation 

The audience of the translation, their context 

There are many other factors as well, but all of 

this makes a difference when looking at other 

translations. 

Studying the scriptures can be a lot of fun.  It can 

also be confusing and frustrating at 

times.  Listening for the the Holy Spirit during 

those times can make it even more interesting 

and fun.  God continues to speak to us today, in 

words of the Bible, the environment, other hu-

mans, other written words, etc.  God continues to 

speak. 

In all things: 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name. 
10

Your kingdom come. 

Your will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

AMEN 



 Anniversaries 

Robert and Nellie May Anderson—January 14 

Tom and Jennifer Durant—January 17 

Carl and Shirley Hansen—January 8 

Milt and Elsie Peters—January 10 

Happy Birthday 

Melissa Baker—January 16 

Bill Bass—January 10 

Bob Blessing—January 7 

Gatluak Diew—January 18 

Travis Dill—January 8 

Jennifer Durant—January 11 

Lucas Fader—January 17 

Daniele Feenstra—January 26 

Gladys Hedquist—January 5 

Justin Heitman—January 30 

Amy Hineline—January 16 

Wayne Kersting—January 8 

Sharon King—January 11 

Clark Kleinberg—January 11 

Charlene Kollbaum—January 26 

Beth Koster—January 8 

Gordon Krogh—January 1 

Shirley Luehr—January 1 

Carol Marmo—January 6 

Marty Meisner—January 30 

Mike Morgan—January 9 

Tim Niemeyer—January 10 

Deana Peck—January 3 

Bev Rautenberg-Panko—January 29 

Chris Reyes—January 25 

Milissa Reyes—January 27 

Alexis Tobin—January 3 

Doug Tondreau—January 12 

Ruth Weekes—January 29 

Ruth Weiland—January 31 

Joyce Williams—January 8 

Youth Birthdays 

Josie Geveshausen—January 23 

Liam Gill—January 2 

Braylee Hamilton—January 1 

Ashley Hedquist—January 16 

Ryan Hedquist—January 25 

Noah Hernandez—January 22 

Daxton Kleinberg—January 20 

Jase Mohning—January 14 

Lincoln Schleusener—January 12 

Ryker Stolze—January 21 

Breck Swanson—January 14 

Lena Trautwein—January 10 

Christmas Poinsettias 

The Poinsettias on Christmas Eve were given to the 

glory of God by: 

JoAnn Addison and family in memory of Larry 

Addison. 

Judy Blessing in memory of Gary Blessing. 

Floanne Frey in memory of Fred Frey. 

Jon Jager, Les Rahn and families in memory of 

David Rahn. 

Bill and Linda Kendra in memory of Bill’s parents. 

Bill and Linda Kendra in memory of Linda’s par-

ents. 

Papa and Grandma Larson in honor of their 

grandchildren:  Sophie and Breck Swanson; and 

Addison, Laney, Max and Ella Larson. 

Vicki Lyons in memory of her parents, Clarence 

and Ella Francisco, and her sister, Maxine Lin-

afelter. 

The McLarty family in memory of Barbara 

McLarty. 

Marty Meisner in memory of Valeta and Al Meis-

ner. 

Marty Meisner in memory of Jerry Meisner. 

Ray and Colleen Schleusener in memory of Mac-

kenzie Kolleck. 

Ray and Colleen Schleusener in memory of Leon-

ard and Loretta Skow. 

Ray and Colleen Schleusener in memory of Art 

and Alyce Schleusener. 
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  Ray and Colleen Schleusener in memory of Den-

nis and Duane Schleusener. 

Ray and Colleen Schleusener in honor of their 

grandchildren:  Ashley, Tim, Rachel, Will, Sam, Al-

exander, Noah and Lincoln. 

Lonnie Slaughter and family in memory of Sherry 

Slaughter. 

George, Ruth and William Weiland in memory of 

Beverly Weiland, wife and mother. 

Thank You 

JoAnn Addison-Thank you for the fruit basket.  

I’m sure I will enjoy it until the last bite.  It seems 

like only last year I was helping with these myself. 

JoAnn Addison-Thank you very much for re-

membering me.  There is not one thing in that 

bag I will not use, and enjoy using.  Again, thank 

you so much and thanks to Judy Blessing for de-

livering it.  We had a nice little chat. 

First Lutheran Church Food Pantry-Thanks to 

Bobier Studio for their donation of food.  Seventy

-two boxes were distributed in November. 

Jackie Gierman-Thank you to the following who 

helped assemble and/or deliver fruit plates this 

season:  Ottie Gierman, Wilbur and Sandy Larson 

and Mary Wolf. 

Carl and Shirley Hansen-Thank you for the love-

ly fruit basket again this year.  We enjoyed a visit 

with Sandy when she delivered it. 

Bill and Linda Kendra-Bill and I want to express 

our gratitude to our First Lutheran family for the 

Thanksgiving Basket that brightened our Holi-

day.  It was so wonderful to be thought of!  We 

also want to take this opportunity to thank Pastor 

and the ladies who come to visit Bill and send 

cards for their support.  Thank you again for your 

thoughtfulness and support. 

Bill and Linda Kendra-Bill and I want to thank 

the ladies who visit Bill regularly.  He really looks 

forward to their visits.  The fruit plate they 

dropped off was enjoyed by us both.  We also 

enjoyed the Christmas Caroling!  First Lutheran 

really has excellent singers!  Thank you again for 

your thoughtfulness and support. 

Charlene Kollbaum-I have several thank yous:  

First, to First Lutheran Church for the beautiful 

and delicious fruit basket.  Second, to Circle 2 for 

all the awesome gifts—each one appreciated and 

useful for me.  Third, a special thank you to Mary 

Wolf for delivering it all to my home and the de-

lightful visit. 

Patty Matz-Thanks to all who sent cards of sym-

pathy and those who called to offer condolences 

on Butch’s (Ed) passing.  It was much appreciated. 

The Year of Stewardship 

I am prayerful that each of you take the time to 

read this entire article.  I am also prayerful that 

each of you allow the Holy Spirit to guide you in 

the reading of this article.  Our mission statement 

is, Loving others in Christ for outreach to all; 

while providing for God’s diversity.  Along with 

that, we have a vision statement of, Building 

upon the properties that God provides.  To 

reach out in mission to the community.  You 

might be asking what those two statements have 

to do with stewardship. 

First, let’s look at what stewardship means.  From 

Merriam Webster online dictonary:   

Definition of stewardship  

1: the office, duties, and obligations of a steward 

2: the conducting, supervising, or managing of 

something especially: the careful and responsi-

ble management of something entrusted to 

one's care, stewardship of natural resources 

When we speak of stewardship, it is more than 

money.  It is so so much more than money.  God 

created ALL.  We are given charge over what God 

created.  In other words, we are Stewards of what 

is God’s.  Therefore, as Stewards, we are charged 

with managing in a careful way those things that 
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are God’s, not ours but God’s, who lends them to 

us to be stewards of. 

Where is this all going?  The people of God, 

especially the ones that cannot care for 

themselves, the Least, Last, Lost, Widows, 

Oprhans and the Poor, we are responsible to 

God, for them.  This is all relating to our Ministry 

Support Funds, which relate to our mission and 

vision.  You might know this by the negative 

term, Budget.  But in reality it is Ministry Support 

Funds.  We are called by God to do minstry.  That 

is what we do in many forms.  To do that, we use 

funds towards that. 

Why is this The Year of Stewardship?  We are at a 

tipping point.  You may have heard there was a 

defecit in our general fund.  This is both true and 

not.  We do not owe more than we have.  We do 

not have a huge loan and we do not have a 

credit card with the debt.  What we have been 

doing, is taking from our reserves to pay the bills.  

Each week, we fail to bring in enough Ministry 

Support Funds to cover the costs of doing 

Ministry. 

In 2016, the congregation was given three 

options for Ministry Support Funds.  The 

congreation as called by God, decided to operate 

with a realistic Fund to Minister to All of God’s 

People Through Outreach, Love and Diversity.  

The other options actually did not provide 

ministry to anyone but ourselves.  I thank God 

that you all responded to be Good Stewards of 

what God has given.  Unfortunately, we have 

fallen far short of actually doing what we said we 

would do. 

The council again will be presenting a Ministry 

Support Funds, which funds mission and vision.  

This gives us an opportunity to be Good 

Stewards of what God has called us to be part of 

and who God has called us care for, beyond our 

four walls. 

We are taking the leap of Faith and turning it 

over to God.  We need to not only reduce the 

debt in our Ministry Support Funds, we need to 

provide more funds for more ministry, because 

this is what we are called to do and be part of. 

Our stewardship, our ministry, is where our heart 

is.  Where our heart is reflects on how we 

respond to God as God’s stewards.  How we 

steward what God has given us to steward 

reflects where our faith and heart are.  It is all 

about God and about responding to God, in what 

God has done, what God does, and what God will 

do for us.  We have to ask ourselves, where is our 

heart? 

Let me wrap this up.  Anything that takes us away 

from the main thing, which is the Love of God for 

us in Christ Jesus, impacts our stewardship.  The 

thing that can hurt us most, is ongoing negative 

conflict.  We will always have conflict.  We will 

always disgree about “Stuff”.  But how we handle 

conflict, how we walk with each other in God’s 

Love, in our differences, will reflect upon our 

Stewardship, Mission and our response to God 

for the sake of, Loving others in Christ for out-

reach to all; while providing for God’s diversi-

ty.  This allows us to vision, Building upon the 

properties that God provides. 

The Year of Stewardship. 

Responding to God for what God Did, Does and 

Will Do. 

Pastor Doug 

Office Closed 

The church office will be closed Tuesday, January 

1, in observance of New Year’s Day. 

With Deepest Sympathy 

We extend our heartfelt sympathy to the following 

families. Please keep them in your prayers. 

The family of Ed Matz, who passed away Sunday, 

December 2.  Graveside services were held Friday, 

December 7. 
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Financial Reports 

 
Treasurer’s Report - November 2018 

 

Beginning General Fund Balance:   $    -  58,080.83 

 

Receipts: 

 Contributions      $ 15,712.13 

 Misc. Income             300.00 

 TOTAL:    $16,012.13 

 

Expenses: 

 Pastor’s salary                   $   3,458.34 

 Pastor’s allowances / exp.          3,481.20 

 Auxiliary staff salaries                           5,956.56 

 Payroll Taxes                           455.68 

 Parsonage Payment/Utilities                   705.35 

 Parsonage exp.               241.00 

 Utilities                            909.13 

 Grounds Maint.                            30.10 

 Building Maint.                           395.12 

 Janitorial Supplies               210.80 

 Office Expenses                            168.51 

 Postage                 327.64 

 Christian Ed.                150.00 

 Parish                 841.86 

 Organ & Piano exp.               683.00  

 Insurance              2,373.00 

 Benevolence                                         545.00 

 TOTAL:                               $ 20,932.29 

  

 Transfer to Capital Improvement: $          100.00 

 Transfer from other funds: $       3,164.09 

 Ending General Fund Balance: $    -59,936.90 

 

November Attendance & General Fund Receipts 

 

 November 4  128  $ 4,308.45 

 November 11  148  $ 2,809.00 

 November 18  120  $ 3,440.00 

 November 25  135  $ 2,881.68 

 November 28    52  $   298.00 

 Online/Electronic Giving   $ 1,975.00 

 

 

WOMEN OF THE ELCA GENERAL MEETING 

Tuesday, January 8, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. 

Program:  Friendship Tea 

Devotions:  Lydia Group 

Hostesses:  Lydia Group 

 CIRCLE MEETINGS  

 

LYDIA GROUP January 10, 2019          7:00 p.m. 

  LEADER: Rita Todd 

  HOSTESS: Kris Dill 

 

CIRCLE I January 21, 2019          2:00 p.m. 

  LEADER: Lee Mathiason  

  HOSTESS: Linda Fischer  

    Joann Kleinberg 

 

CIRCLE II January 8, 2019           9:15 a.m. 

  LEADER: Lucy Gagnon  

  HOSTESS: Judy Blessing 

 

 

Bible Study 

“The Gospel of John” 

Lydia:  “Living Above Worry and Stress” 
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Story of the Fifty-Seven Cents 

http://www.gutenberg.org/files/368/368-h/368-

h.htm#link2H_4_0008 

A sobbing little girl stood near a small church 

from which she had been turned away because it 

‘was too crowded’. “I can’t go to Sunday School,” 

she sobbed to the pastor as he walked by.  See-

ing her shabby, unkempt appearance, the pastor 

guessed the reason and, taking her by the hand, 

took her inside and found a place for her in the 

Sunday School class. 

The child was so touched that she went to bed 

that night thinking of the children who have no 

place to worship Jesus. 

Some two years later, this child lay dead in one of 

the poor tenement buildings, and the parents 

called for the kindhearted pastor, who had be-

friended their daughter, to handle the final ar-

rangements.  As her poor little body was being 

moved, a worn and crumpled purse was found, 

which seemed to have been rummaged from 

some trash dump. Inside was found 57 cents and 

a note scribble in childish handwriting, which 

read, “This is to help build the little church bigger 

so more children can go to Sunday School.” 

For two years she had saved for this offering of 

love.  When the pastor tearfully read that note, 

he knew instantly what he would do. Carrying 

this note and the cracked, red pocketbook to the 

pulpit, he told the story of her unselfish love and 

devotion. 

He challenged his deacons to get busy and raise 

enough money for the larger building.  But the 

story does not end there! A newspaper learned of 

the story and published it. It was read by a realtor 

who offered them a parcel of land worth many 

thousands.  When told that the church could not 

pay so much, he offered it for a 57 cent payment. 

Church members made large subscriptions. 

Checks came from far and wide. Within five years 

the little girl’s gift had increased to $250,000.00 a 

huge sum for that time (near the turn of the 

19th century). Her unselfish love had paid large 

dividends. When you are in the city of Philadel-

phia, look up Temple Baptist Church, with a seat-

ing capacity of 3,300, and Temple University, 

where hundreds of students are trained. 

Have a look, too, at the Good Samaritan Hospital 

and at a Sunday School building which houses 

hundreds of Sunday scholars, so that no child in 

the area will ever need to be left outside at Sun-

day school time. 

In one of the rooms of this building may be seen 

the picture of the sweet face of the little girl 

whose 57 cents, so sacrificially saved, made such 

remarkable history. Alongside of it is a portrait of 

her kind pastor, Dr. Russell H. Conwell, author of 

the book, “Acres of Diamonds.” a true story. 

American Churches are at a  

Tipping Point 

This article was originally published 

at ThomRainer.com on December 3, 2018. Thom S. 

Rainer serves as president and CEO of LifeWay 

Christian Resources. Among his greatest joys are 

his family: his wife Nellie Jo; three sons, Sam, Art, 

and Jess; and ten grandchildren. Dr. Rainer can be 

found on Twitter @ThomRainer and at face-

book.com/Thom.S.Rainer. 

Tipping Point (noun): the critical point in a situa-

tion, process, or system beyond which a significant 

and often unstoppable effect or change takes 

place. 

If current trajectories continue, American church-

es will pass a tipping point. Our congregations 

will begin a likely unstoppable path toward de-

cline that will rival many European churches of 

the past century. If there is not a significant 

movement of revitalization, there will be an ac-

celerated rate of decline and death. 

The good news is that many leaders are not 

denying this reality. They are seeking God and 

responding obediently. Church revitalization has 
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  become a real and powerful theme. As I indicated 

in my book, Scrappy Church, more and more 

churches are moving in incredible and positive 

directions. 

How will God move in our churches? How will we 

respond? While I will not address those two para-

mount questions in this particular article, I do 

want us to see the three specific areas of the tip-

ping point: theological, attitudinal, and actiona-

ble. 

The Theological Tipping Point 

If a church does not have a solid biblical and the-

ological foundation, all other issues are moot. In 

some congregations, there is slippage on the 

doctrine of exclusivity, the biblical truth that 

Christ is the only way of salvation (John 14:6). In 

other congregations, leaders and members are 

questioning the absolute authority of Scripture. 

That issue is as old as creation when the serpent 

questioned God’s Word, “Did God really say 

… ?” (Genesis 3:1). 

We can’t even begin to deal with other tipping 

points until we have resolved the issues of truth 

and fidelity to Scripture. The slippery slope of 

questioning God’s authority leads to the decline 

and death of churches. 

The Attitudinal Tipping Point 

At some point in the recent history of the Church, 

particularly North American churches, becoming 

a part of a local congregation became a consum-

er-driven activity. Too many church members 

want, even demand, their own preferences and 

desires. In some congregations, we are more like-

ly to hear a member fight over his or her own 

worship style preference than ask how he or she 

might truly serve the body of Christ. 

Read 1 Corinthians 12. Becoming a member of 

the body of Christ means we serve others for the 

greater good of the body. The needs of others 

come before our preferences and desires. Paul 

admonished the local congregation in Philippi: 

“Do nothing out of selfish ambition or conceit, 

but in humility consider others as more important 

than yourselves” (Philippians 2:3). That doesn’t 

sound like some of our church business meet-

ings. 

The Actionable Tipping Point 

There are many presumably Bible-believing 

churches that like the idea of evangelism more 

than doing evangelism. Frankly, I deal with evan-

gelical church leaders and members every day 

who profess unwavering fidelity to Scripture but 

haven’t intentionally had a gospel conversation in 

recent memory. 

We are so busy with church activities that we ne-

glect active obedience of the Great Commission. 

We can be passionate about the placement of 

the offertory in the worship service but never in-

vite people to come to those worship services. 

We can complain when the pastor doesn’t visit 

members sufficiently, but never visit the hurting 

and lost ourselves. 

A church leader recently asked me why I thought 

his church was not growing. I asked him what his 

church did every single week to reach, invite, and 

serve the community. His silence was his own an-

swer. Many of us conservative Christians would 

rather fight each other than fight against the 

gates of hell. 

It Is Time 

Still, I am not discouraged. The tipping point is 

not inevitable. Our obedience may have waned, 

but God’s power has not. Many church leaders 

and members are recommitting themselves to a 

renewed and vibrant mission. Many of their 

churches are seeking and seeing revitalization. 

There is indeed an incipient movement of scrap-

py churches. It is real. It is growing. 

It is time. 

With whatever years God gives me, with whatever 

breaths I have remaining to breathe, I ask God to 

use me in my church to serve Him and others 

with unwavering commitment. 
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And then, and only then, may I dare to whisper, “I 

have not lived in vain.” 

Giving Statements 

Year-end Giving Statements will be available at 

the Welcome Center after January 7.  Please pick 

yours up to help save on postage costs.  If we 

have your email address on file, your statement 

will be emailed to you.   

Pray-Ground 

See how children experience church through 

this ‘Pray-Ground’ 

By Erin Strybis June 7, 2016 

How do we make it 

abundantly clear that 

children are welcome 

in worship? This is the 

question Andrea Roske

-Metcalfe, a pastor of 

Grace Lutheran Church, Apple Valley, Minn., 

posed when the idea for a “Pray-Ground” was 

born. The designated play area, placed in the 

front of Grace’s sanctuary, offers children’s furni-

ture, toys and space for children to play and ob-

serve during worship. The Pray-Ground celebrat-

ed its one-year anniversary this May. 

Much of the inspiration for the ministry came 

from Roske-Metcalfe’s experience as a mother. “I 

know how hard it is as a parent with kids to get 

out the door in the first place. I want families with 

young children to know once they get in the 

door that there’s a place for them,” she said. “The 

[Pray-Ground] serves as a visual reminder every 

time we gather as church that kids aren’t an af-

terthought. They are a vital part of the congrega-

tion.” 

To learn more about this 

ministry, vis-

it graceofav.org/

prayground. 

“Reprint information was granted by Living Lu-

theran magazine for this article as it first ap-

peared on the Living Lutheran website on June 7, 

2016”. 

Budget Forum 

The final budget forum will take place Sunday, 

January 6 following the 10:30 service. 

Annual Meeting 

The annual Congregational Meeting is scheduled 

for January 20 at 9:30 a.m.  Every adult member 

of First Lutheran is invited and encouraged to at-

tend.   

Sub Sales 

It’s that time of year again when the youth will be 

selling submarine sandwiches and nachos for Su-

per Bowl Sunday, February 3.  Order forms are 

available at the Welcome Center.  Sandwiches 

and nachos will be available to pick up right after 

church. 

Prayer of Thanks 

Hello everyone.  I would like the disciples of God 

to write prayers of thanks.  You can start drop-

ping them off, mailing them in or sending them 

via email.  We will collect these prayers and put in 

the April Newsletter.  Easter comes on April 21 

this year.  Often some may look at Christmas as 

the best time of year and to be thankful for the 

birth.  Agreed, it is a great time and without 

Christmas, there is no Easter.  Without Easter, 

there is no gift of grace by Emmanuel who gave 

of Himself through death.  Without Easter, we do 

not see the Mercy of God in the resurrection for 

us. 

Thank you, Lord, for all that you have done for 

me.  I thank you for my calling to be the pastor of 

First Lutheran and to serve in Your church as a 

pastor for all of Your children.  You have blessed 

me and my family and I give you thanks for all.  

Amen. 
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Send your prayers to:  First Lutheran Church, 

3601 Dakota Ave, South Sioux City NE 68776.  

Drop them off in the office.  You can also email 

them to office@flcssc.org. 

Peace 

Pastor Doug   

January Flower Chart 

January 6 (Altar)  Given by Milt and Elsie Peters in 

honor of their 60th anniversary. 

 (Chancel) Given by Ray and Colleen 

Schleusener in honor of Lincoln Schleusener’s 8th 

birthday. 

January 13 (Altar) Given by Ray and Colleen 

Schleusener in memory of Art Schleusener.  

January 20 (Altar) open  

January 27 (Altar) open  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JANUARY 1—OFFICE CLOSED 

JANUARY 6—BUDGET FORUM at 11:30 a.m. 

JANUARY 9—WOMEN OF THE ELCA GENERAL 

MEETING @ 7:00 p.m. 

JANUARY 20—ANNUAL MEETING at 9:30 a.m. 

MARCH 6—ASH WEDNESDAY WORSHIP at 

12:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. 

APRIL 2—WOMEN OF THE ELCA GENERAL 

MEETING @ 7:00 p.m. 

APRIL 18—MAUNDY THURSDAY WORSHIP at 

7:00 p.m. 

APRIL 19—GOOD FRIDAY WORSHIP at 7:00 

p.m. 

APRIL 21—EASTER WORSHIP at 6:30 a.m., 8:15 

a.m., and 10:30 a.m. 

APRIL 22—OFFICE CLOSED 
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 1 New Year’s Day 
2-4pm Family Game Day 
5:30pm Worship & Music 
5:30pm Spirit Connection 
Practice 
7:00pm AA 
7:00pm Al-Anon 
 
 
 
 

Office Closed 

2 
6:00pm Bells 
7:00pm Choir 

3 
8:00am Breakfast with 
the Pastor(s) 
2-4pm Food Bank  
distribution 
6:30pm Fellowship  
Meeting 

4 
8:30am TOPS 

5 
1:30pm Dakota County 
Amateur Radio Club 
Testing 

6 
8:15am Worship 
9:30am Sunday School 
10:30am Worship 
11:30am Budget Forum 

7 
 

8 
9:15am Circle II 
5:00pm Prayer Shawl 
Ministry 
5:30pm Spirit Connection 
Practice 
7:00pm Women of the 
ELCA General Meeting 
7:00pm AA 
7:00pm Al-Anon 

9 
6:00pm Confirmation 
6:00pm Bells 
7:00pm Choir 

10 
8:00am Breakfast with 
the Pastor(s) 
7:00pm Lydia Group 

11 
8:30am TOPS 

12 
9:00am Saturday Quilting 
Group 

13 Holy Communion 
8:15am Worship 
9:30am Sunday School 
10:30am Worship 
11:30am Church Council 

14 
 

15 
1:00pm REACT 
5:30pm Spirit Connection 
Practice 
7:00pm AA 
7:00pm Al-Anon 

16 
6:00pm Confirmation 
6:00pm Bells 
7:00pm Choir 

17 
8:00am Breakfast with 
the Pastor(s) 
2-4pm Food Bank  
distribution 
5:30pm Chamberettes 
7:00pm Dakota County 
Amateur Radio Club 

18 
8:30am TOPS 

19 
10:00am Prayer Shawl 
Ministry @ Parsonage 

20 Annual Meeting 
8:15am Worship 
9:30am Sunday School 
9:30am Annual Meeting 
10:30am Worship 

21 
2:00pm Circle I 

22 
5:30pm Spirit Connection 
Practice 
7:00pm AA 
7:00pm Al-Anon 

23 
6:00pm Confirmation 
6:00pm Bells 
7:00pm Choir 

24 
8:00am Breakfast with 
the Pastor(s) 

25 
8:30am TOPS 

26 
 

27 Holy Communion 
8:15am Worship 
9:30am Sunday School 
10:30am Worship 

28 
7:00pm Women of the 
ELCA Executive  
Meeting 

29 
11:30am DCMA 
2:30pm Communion @ 
Regency Square Care 
Center 
5:30pm Spirit Connection 
Practice 
7:00pm AA 
7:00pm Al-Anon 

30 
6:00pm Confirmation 
6:00pm Bells 
7:00pm Choir 

31 
8:00am Breakfast with 
the Pastor(s) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

         SUNDAY  MONDAY         TUESDAY                WEDNESDAY          THURSDAY     FRIDAY         SATURDAY 

 

 

 
J 

a 

n 

u 

a 

r 

y 

 

2 

0 

1 

9 



January 6 

Epiphany of Our Lord 
 
Lectors:  8:15 am   
 10:30 am   

 
 
Cantor:  8:15 am  Brandon Trautwein 

 
 
AV Operators: 
   8:15 am Scott Koeppe 
 10:30 am Kris Hunter 

 
 
Acolytes:  8:15 am Jessica Baker 
      Tyrese Gill 
  10:30 am Justin Lake 
      Brooklyn Sorem 

 
 
Ushers:   8:15 am   Marla Bianchini 
      Jan Johansen 
      Randy Rahn 
          10:30 am  Lonnie & Carolyn Slaughter 
       

 
 
Altar Care:  

 
 
Money to safe:  
   8:15 am  
 10:30 am  
 
 

January 13 

Baptism of Our Lord 
 
Lectors:  8:15 am   
 10:30 am   

 
 
Cantor:  8:15 am  Linda Johansen 

 
 
AV Operators: 
   8:15 am Janell Sila 
 10:30 am Jenni Durant 

 
 
Acolytes:  8:15 am Branden Lieber 
      Katelyn Lieber 
   10:30 am Julie Geveshausen 
      Jacob Gill 

 
 
Ushers:  8:15 am Melissa Baker 
   Marla Bianchini 
   Randy Rahn 
             10:30 am Jeff & Ellen Prescott 
    

 
 
Altar Care:  

 
 
Money to safe:  
   8:15 am  
 10:30 am  

 
 

January 27 

Third Sunday after Epiphany 
 
Lectors:  8:15 am   
 10:30 am   

 
 
Cantor:  8:15 am  Tim Niemeyer 

 
 
AV Operators: 
   8:15 am Scott Koeppe 
 10:30 am Jenni Durant 

 
 
Acolytes:  8:15 am Justin Lake 
      Brooklyn Sorem 
  10:30 am Branden Lieber 
      Katelyn Lieber 

 
 
Ushers:  8:15 am  Marla Bianchini 
    Chris & Denise Kleinberg 
    Randy Rahn 
          10:30 am Lonnie & Carolyn Slaughter 
     

 
 
Altar Care:  

 
 
Money to safe:  
   8:15 am  
 10:30 am  

 
 

January 20 

Second Sunday after Epiphany 
 
Lectors:  8:15 am   
 10:30 am   

 
 
Cantor:  8:15 am  Chris Knudsen 

 
 
AV Operators: 
   8:15 am Janell Sila 
 10:30 am Kris Hunter 

 
 
Acolytes:  8:15 am Jessica Baker 
     Ashlyn Rich 
  10:30 am Tyrese Gill 
     Britton Taylor 

 
 
Ushers:  8:15 am   Jan Johansen 
    Chris & Denise Kleinberg 
     Randy Rahn 
         10:30 am  Lonnie & Carolyn Slaughter 
      

 
  
Altar Care:  

 
 
Money to safe:  
   8:15 am  
 10:30 am  
 

Thanks to our January Volunteers 


